S..t. Act. A.,. Sic. In. NaF, 5 g/liter was added to a second aliquot, which was then stored at +30 #{176}C in an incubation chamber.
zJ---------
A third aliquot was stored at +30 #{176}C without any additive.
After five days the insulin concentration was determined in each aliquot of each sample in the same run. The radioimmunoassay method was that of Morgan and Lazarow (1) . Insulin values for the frozen reference specimens ranged from 8 to 61 microunits/ml.
We used the graphical method of Thiers et al. (2) for data analysis. A standard deviation of 4 microunits/ml was chosen to approximate the SD over the range of samples used in the "additive" study. Specimens used in the "no additive" study had insulin values of 11-24 microunits/ml. For these, a standard deviation of 1.8 microunits/ml was used in plotting the graph. As seen in Figure 1 
Defect in the Methodfor

1251.. Labeled Folate Radioassays
To the Editor:
In 125I-labeled folate radioassays, either ascorbic acid or mercaptoethanol is usually recommended as a preservative
(1,2).
We used the commercial kit of Clinical Assays Inc. (2) for the quantitative determination of serum folate, which incorporates the addition of two drops of a solution of mercaptoethanol in water (20 ml/dl). It was found that after storage at -20 #{176}C for 24 h most of the sera (5 ml each) had coagulated (gelled) and the folate assay could not be performed. This phenomenon was observed when as little as 5.0 X 10 mol of mer-
